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and Gibbons (2021. J. Arachnology 49:1–27) documented 
more than 300 interactions, but only three involved species of 
Micrurus, including two records attributed to Theraphosidae 
and one to Theridiidae. Within Theraphosidae, predation on 
snakes by spiders of the genus Acanthoscurria has been reported 
only twice (Nyffeler and Gibbons 2021, op. cit.).

At 0830 h on 15 December 2025, one of us (SSB) observed 
a large theraphosid spider (Acanthoscurria simoensi) preying 
upon an adult Micrurus hemprichii in a non-riparian forest plot 
(PNR_2) of the RAPELD monitoring system at the Universidade 
Federal do Amazonas (UFAM) campus, Manaus, Amazonas, 
Brazil. The event occurred on the forest floor, where the spider 
had already subdued the snake and was holding it with the 
chelicerae while anchoring the snake’s body with its legs. The 
snake showed no signs of movement at the time of observation. 
No voucher specimen was collected.

Theraphosid spiders are typically nocturnal, but adult 
males are often active during daylight hours, particularly during 
the reproductive period (Pérez-Miles et al. 2005. J. Nat. Hist. 
39:483–498). Although primarily invertebrate predators, large 
theraphosids are capable of subduing small vertebrates, including 
amphibians, mammals, lizards, and snakes (Nyffeler and Gibbons 
2022. J. Arachnol. 50:121–134). More than 30 cases of snake 
predation by theraphosid spiders have been reported to date 
(Nyffeler and Gibbons 2021, op. cit.), and the present observation 
represents an additional record of predation on Micrurus by 
Theraphosidae, the first involving Micrurus hemprichii, and the 
third documented instance of snake predation by spiders of the 
genus Acanthoscurria.
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NERODIA ERYTHROGASTER (Plain-bellied Watersnake). MOR-
TALITY. The effect and prevalence of ingested fishhooks has been 
examined in some reptiles, such as turtles (Steen et al. 2014. PLoS 
ONE 9:e91368; Work et al. 2015. Dis. Aquat. Org. 115:103–115), but 
few studies specifically examining snakes exist. Although reports 
of snakes ingesting foreign objects are common (Jacobson et al. 
1980. Vet. Med. Small Anim. Clin. 5:879–880; Zwart et al. 1986. Ti-
jdschrift voor Diergeneeskunde 111:925–927; Souza et al. 2004. 
J. Herpetol. Med. Surg. 14:4–5; Scott et al. 2021. J. Am. Vet. Med.
Assoc. 258:1135–1141), reports of snakes ingesting fishhooks are
sparse. Reported instances of snakes ingesting a fishhook include 
Sistrurus catenatus (Eastern Massasauga; Gilbert et al. 2015. Her-
petol. Rev. 46:107), Nerodia rhombifer (Diamond-backed Water-
snake; Kofron 1978. J. Herpetol. 12:543–554), and Xenochrophis
piscator (Checkered Keelback; Nath et al. 2011. Indian J. Vet. Surg. 
32:154), and none of these instances were reported as fatal. A Pan-
therophis sp. (North American Ratsnake) was reportedly admitted 
to a wildlife center in Virginia, USA, with either a swallowed or im-
planted fishhook, but the fate of this snake is unknown (Brown
and Sleeman 2002. J. Wildl. Dis. 38:699–755). In reported cases of
snakes ingesting foreign objects, it is often believed that the snake 
mistook the object as a food source or did not recognize the ob-
ject’s presence when consuming a perceived food item (Souza et
al. 2004, op. cit.). Here, we report mortality in an adult Nerodia
erythrogaster that was likely caused by ingestion of a fishhook.

At 1044 h on 17 July 2016, GTS, Gary Heyroth, and Jeff 
Heyroth observed a deceased adult N. erythrogaster floating 
belly-up on the edge of the Guadalupe River, ca. 0.1 km 
downstream from FM 1376 bridge, Kendall County, Texas, USA 
(29.95746°N, 98.71635°W; WGS 84). The snake was bloated and 
estimated to have died >2 d prior to the observation. A fishing 
hook, connected to a tangled fishing line, was visibly protruding 
from a ventral scale in the anterior region of the snake. We 
believe that the N. erythrogaster attempted to swallow bait that 
had been attached to the hook, leading to it being impaled. The 
combination of the ingested hook and the tangled fishing line 
attached to the hook likely resulted in this snake drowning. To 
the best of our knowledge, this is the first reported observation 
of snake mortality due to ingestion of a fishhook, but we believe 
this situation is more common than the number of reported 
observations suggests.

GERARD T. SALMON, 26-L Walnut Grove Road, Boerne, Texas 78006, 
USA (e-mail: gerardtsalmon@gmail.com); BENJAMIN W. GENTER, De-
partment of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, University of Florida, 110 
Newins-Ziegler Hall, Gainesville, Florida 32611, USA (e-mail: bgenter@ufl.
edu); DREW R. DAVIS, Department of Biology, Eastern New Mexico Uni-
versity, ENMU Station 33, 1500 S Avenue K, Portales, New Mexico 88130, 
USA, and Biodiversity Collections, Department of Integrative Biology, The 
University of Texas at Austin, 10100 Burnet Road, PRC 176-R4000, Austin, 
Texas 78758, USA (e-mail: drew.davis@enmu.edu).

OOCATOCHUS RUFODORSATUS (Frog-eating Rat Snake). 
PREDATION. Oocatochus rufodorsatus is a widely distributed 
colubrid in East Asia, typically inhabiting riparian environments 
such as rivers and reservoirs. It mainly preys on fishes, frogs, tad-
poles, and occasionally Eremias argus (Mongolian Racerunner) 
(Li et al. 2021. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2025:e.
T177427A1485422). Although predatory behaviors of O. rufodor-
satus have been frequently documented, cases of this species be-
ing preyed upon are rarely reported. 

At 1109 h on 14 November 2025, a Lanius bucephalus (Bull-
headed Shrike) was observed holding a snake in its bill in 
Wangjing-myeon, Yeoncheon-gun, Gyeonggi Province, South 
Korea (38.10572°N, 127.00159°E; WGS 84). The observation 
site, known as “Pyeonghwa Farmland,” is an artificially created 
wetland-type agricultural area located within the Civilian 
Control Zone (CCZ), which was established for the conservation 
of migratory and protected bird species. The snake captured by 
the shrike was identified as a juvenile O. rufodorsatus (Fig. 1). The 

Fig. 1. Adult Nerodia erythrogaster found deceased in Kendall County, 
Texas, USA, with a fishhook attached to a tangled fishing line visibly 
protruding through ventral scales: A) full-body view; B) magnified 
anterior view. 
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